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Joshua Fox

Gemination in C, of Noun Patterns in Hebrew
and Other Semitic Languages

In the Semitic languages, gemination of the second radical of noun
patterns plays a number of morphologically distinct roles. It is a separate
morpheme when it marks the D stirps. In most derived noun patterns, on
the other hand, gemination is simply part of the pattern.

Gemination of C, when serving as the D marker, is a morpheme like
other increased stirps markers. It combines with a template of vowels and
consonant slots that is constant across the increased stirps. These
increased-stirps verbal nouns are not based on G verbal nouns, which
usually have quite distinct formations. Gemination in isolated nouns,
those which are not analyzable into root and pattern, would be a
morphologically distinct category. No such nouns are reconstructible,
however.

In some words, such as Hebrew ‘addir ‘mighty’, the gemination is part
of a pattern which carries a meaning — in this case, there are a number of
gattil nouns in a similar semantic range. In words such as Hebrew ‘assir/
‘asir ‘prisoner’, gemination alternates freely with nongemination. In both
of these types of pattern, gemination does not carry a separate meaning.

The reconstruction of Hebrew gattal to *qattal, in contrast with the
*gattal which is more common in the Semitic languages, is supported by
*gattal, *qattil, and *qattil patterns with similar semantics in Akkadian,
Hebrew, and Arabic.

Nouns from *qatt¥l have a number of diachronic connections with the
Proto-Semitic imperfective *yvgatvl. Both have geminate C, and
imperfective semantics. The vowels after C, show a similarity: a is more
common in *qattvl and in the theme vowel of the Akkadian durative, and
'Akkadian gattilum nouns often come from roots with i-duratives. Also,
the *gattV¥l noun pattern, like the prefix of *yvgattvl, but unlike most
*gatVl patterns, designates the subject for both transitive and intransitive
verbs.
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